Cochrane Collaboration Complementary Medicine Field

2011 Bursary Scheme
Call for Applications
The Cochrane Complementary Medicine Field, Center for Integrative Medicine, University of Maryland is pleased to announce our bursary scheme made possible through funds from the National Institutes of Health, National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine. The purpose of this bursary scheme is to ensure that reviews relevant to complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) (see below) are completed and published in The Cochrane Library. The bursary scheme funds are to be used either to help support the conversion of a CAM-related Cochrane protocol into a full Cochrane review or to help support a major update (see below) of an existing review. Only Cochrane reviewers who have already registered their CAM-related protocol/review with a Cochrane Collaborative Review Group will be eligible for funding.

Funding offered

· 2 review proposals in the amount of $5,000 USD each will be funded. The funding must be paid directly to the individual bursary recipient; it cannot be paid to the recipient’s institution.
Eligibility requirements

· Review must be registered with a Cochrane Collaborative Review Group, and the relevant protocol/review must already be published in The Cochrane Library; 
· The topic of the review must relate to CAM (see below); and
· Bursaries will be targeted to reviews for which substantial progress has already been made and whose completion has been stalled due to a lack of funding. Updates will only be considered if a substantial amount of new information will be added, or if there will be important changes to the methodology, or important changes to the scope of the review or its conclusions. For updates to be considered, the updated review should meet the ‘Criteria for a new citation version of a review’, as described in section 3.2 of the Cochrane Reviewer’s Handbook (www.cochrane-handbook.org).
Proposal outline

Applications should include the following:

· Completed application form (required – available at: http://www.compmed.umm.edu/integrative/cochrane_bursary.asp);
· Letter of support from Collaborative Review Group through which the protocol has been registered (optional). Applications will be evaluated based primarily on the submitted application forms (using the assessment criteria below). However, letters of support from Review Groups may also be provided, particularly if such letters would include additional supporting information, not already included in the application form, which might influence assessments.
Assessment

Proposals will be rated on three criteria:

· Importance and relevance to CAM; 

· Assessment of the likelihood that the funding would insure completion and publication of a full review from a protocol or update of an existing review; and
· Perceived need for the funding to complete the review.
Each proposal will be rated by two representatives from the Cochrane Complementary Medicine Field, both with a sound knowledge of both CAM and systematic reviews.  

Timeline

Completed application forms must be received by the Complementary Medicine Field by 1 December 2011. All application forms and (optional) letters of support should be sent by e-mail to Eric Manheimer (emanheimer@compmed.umm.edu). Forms and letters sent by postal delivery or fax will not be accepted.  Successful candidates will be notified by 16 December 2011.  Funds will be distributed to successful applicants in a single installment, after the award notification.
Complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) includes all such practices and ideas that are outside the domain of conventional medicine in several countries and defined by its users as preventing or treating illness, or promoting health and well being. These practices complement mainstream medicine by 1) contributing to a common whole; 2) satisfying a demand not met by conventional practices; and 3) diversifying the conceptual framework of medicine.

The list of Complementary Medicine Field topics comprises the entire spectrum of heath delivery mechanisms including treatments a person largely administers to him or herself (e.g., botanicals, nutritional supplements, health food, meditation, magnetic therapy); treatments providers administer (e.g., acupuncture, massage therapy, reflexology, laser therapy, balneotherapy, chiropractic and osteopathic manipulations, certain types of psychological counseling, naprapathy); and treatments a person administers to him or herself under the periodic supervision of a provider (e.g., yoga, biofeedback, Tai Chi, homeopathy, hydrotherapy, Alexander therapy, nutritional therapy, Ayurveda). 

In addition to the CM treatments listed in the above paragraph, CM interventions also include Qi Gong, Doman Delcato patterning, Anthroposophical medicine, Unani medicine, Traditional African Medicine, Bach flower remedies, clinical ecology, colon cleansing or irrigation, and music or sound therapy. CM diagnostic techniques, a subgroup in the list, include iridology, kinesiology, Vega testing, biofunctional diagnostic testing, electro-acupuncture by Voll, and hair analysis.

